
By Lt. Col. Keith Moore

Freedom.
    His leadership and 

command experience with the 
Arkansas Air National Guard 
has also been instrumental 
in growing the service’s role 
in domestic and overseas 
operations.

    During the ceremony 
Porter was presented with the 
Legion of Merit Medal and the 
Arkansas Distinguished Service 
Medal for his outstanding 
service and contributions to the 
Arkansas National Guard.

    Grateful units presented 
Porter with an American and 
Arkansas flag which were 
flown over the U.S. Capitol, a 
few framed commemorative 
photographs and a desk scale 
model of a Predator UAV as 
retirement gifts.

    State Command Chief 
Master Sgt. Steven Arnold 
presented one gift on behalf of 
the Air National Guard’s Chief 
Master Sgt’s Association and 
pointed out how Brig. Gen. 
Porter impacted the enlisted 
force.

    “General Porter was 
always interested in visiting 
with the troops and seeing 
how things were going in the 
shops, on the flightline, or 
at deployment locations. He 
always took time to poignantly 
thank the Airmen for their 
service,” Arnold said.

    Taking the podium for 
his remarks, Brig. Gen. Porter 
humbly stated that this day was 
not about him… it was about 

Helena Native retires from distinguished Air Guard career

Approximately 200 service 
members, family and friends 
turned out Sunday, March 4, 
2012, to pay tribute to Brig. 
Gen. Riley P. Porter upon his 
retirement from the Arkansas 
Air National Guard after a long 
and distinguished career which 
spanned 38 years.

    Porter, a native of West 
Helena, Ark., has served 
as a pilot, a leader and a 
commander during his service 
with the active Air Force and 
the Air National Guard, where 
he has flown aerial refueling 
tankers and C-130 aircraft.

    During the ceremony, 
Maj. Gen. William Wofford, 
adjutant general of the 
Arkansas National Guard, 
praised Porter as a leader that 
believed in the concept of 
leading by example.

    “Riley has always 
been highly regarded as an 
exemplary leader.  Not only by 
his fellow officers and senior 
leadership, but also by those 
Airmen working the flightline, 
the maintenance shops and the 
support offices,” Wofford said.  
Additionally, Wofford noted 
how Porter also volunteered 
to deploy four times into the 
combat theater of the middle 
east, and has commanded 
bases or operational groups 
at several locations in Iraq, 
Kyrgystan and Qatar in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring 

RAT Corner
We have a new section 
with monthly information 
on RAT rotations and 
upcoming weather alerts.
See page 8 for more 
details.

Unit Vacancies
See page 4 for 
information on current 
vacancies around the 
wing.

5th Annual SNCO 
Induction Ceremony
will take place on 
Saturday April 14. Tickets 
are on sale until March 
30. See page 4 for more 
information.

Features
See pages 6 and 7 for our 
monthly features section. 
We visited Pinewood 
Elementary in March 
covering Read Across 
America week and also 
have photos covering 
the Hometown Heroes 
Salute.

Air National Guard Public Affairs

Col. Steve Eggensperger, (right) commander of the 189th Airlift 
Wing,   presents a collection of photos to Brig. Gen. Riley Porter 
(left) at his retirement ceremony March 4, 2012 at Little Rock Air 
Force Base.  The photos are a tribute from the men and women of 
the 189th AW, where Porter was a pilot and commander of the wing 
from April 2001 to March 2004.
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A time to celebrate
Easter and Christmas are the two main 

holidays most celebrated by Christians and the 
world. Easter is the time Christians celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from death. It is also 
recognized as a time of celebrating the freshness 
of spring with the gathering of eggs and having 
bunny rabbits as signs of fertility according to 
ancient Greek tradition.  

There will always be seedtime and harvest. 
A farmer plants a seed into the ground to grow 
what is within it. The seed is planted into a 
dirty, filthy substance that by itself is not good 
to consume. The seed starts to grow before it 
breaks ground. It breaks through the ground and 
starts to grow strong and spreads its roots deep, 
its trunk tall, its branches wide, and its leaves 
green.  The harvest is the gathering of what 
was produced by the seed. God sent His Son 
Jesus Christ to plant Him into a fallen humanity 

whom by ourselves cannot produce anything. He 
grew the ministry of salvation into leaves for the 
healing of the nations and fruit unto righteousness. 
Then the harvest came as a violent act of cutting 
down the plant. “But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 
the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and 
by His stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:3) Then 
Jesus planted Himself into the earth again in death 
and rose from the grave to produce and become 
the first fruits of the resurrection, new life, and 
new seed. We who receive Christ become a new 
creation, a seed that is planted in the Word of God 
and grow into a fruit producing vessel which the 
world can eat and enjoy. Joy, peace, faithfulness 
and abundant life the believer shows comes from 
the original seed of Christ.

Jews celebrate the Passover which is the 
sparing of all first born male children from the last 

Where have you been?  It is 
not just a Rihanna song. Where 
you have been can be a good 
indicator of where you are 
going.  While we don’t live in 
the past, we should be proud of 
what we all have accomplished 
and use our experience(s) to 
help project our future.

It is hard to believe, when 
this article is published, we 
will already be half way 
through FY 12 and only have 
21 effective training days 
with everyone until the AETC 
and ANG inspectors arrive 
for our Unit Compliance 
Inspection (UCI) and Logistics 
Compliance Assessment 
Program (LCAP) inspection in 
December 2012.  The first half 
of FY 12 flew by at a feverish 
pace and doesn’t appear 
likely to slow down until we 
have “Wow’d” the inspectors 
and we are all enjoying the 

2012 holiday season with our 
families.  If our successes of 
the first half of FY 12 are any 
indication of our resiliency and 
ability to succeed, I know we 
will be enjoying the holiday 
season with smiles on our faces 
and a successful inspection in 
our mirror.

Where have you been?  
The year started with the 
recognition of our annual 
award winners.  The 189th 
had a great pool of nominees 
and everyone nominated was 
a winner.  We look forward to 
recognizing our outstanding 
performers again this year.  

Colonel Eggensperger also 
started the year by identifying 
his three special interest 
areas; Strength, Performance 
Report Timeliness and Fitness 
Testing Timeliness.  Through 
aggressive recruiting, actual 
vacancy identification, process 
improvement actions and NGB 
recruiting/retention initiatives, 
the 189th strength has 

increased from 92.8% to 96%!  
This success is a testament to 
our former and current guard 
members telling the Guard 
story. Performance reports and 
fitness testing timeliness have 
seen a drastic improvement 
and are almost to the goal of 
100% timeliness.

November and December 
proved to be the months 
of giving, sharing and 
volunteering.  You should 
be especially proud of your 

Where have you been?
By Col. Daniel Shewmaker
189th Airlift Wing Vice 
Commander

By Chaplain Demetrice Swift
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SEE ACCOMPLISHMENTS PAGE 3
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accomplishments during 
this demanding time of year 
especially with the country’s 
economic downturn.  The 
189th Thanksgiving food drive 
had enough food donated to 
feed six nominated families 
through the holiday season. 
Amongst all of the individual 
parties and demands on 
your time, you executed a 
flawless and well received 
North Pole deployment for 
almost 50 children.  The 
highlight of the deployment 
being the arrival, loading and 
departure of Santa’s helpers 
from Baptist Hospital (Life 
Flight).  While all of this 
was going on, we were in 
the midst of the Combined 
Federal Campaign, NGAA and 
EAANG membership drives.  
Many organizations achieved 
the goal of 100% membership 
and the Arkansas National 
Guard, as a whole, donated 
over $147,000 to charities of 
their choice. 

We’ve been fortunate to 
have had very mild weather 
season and zero opportunity 
for our RAT members to 
accomplish any State Active 
Duty.  Our RAT members 
remain ready, as we know 
catastrophic events can 
occur at any time.  This type 
of winter weather has also 
provided us the opportunity 
to fly, fly, fly!  So far this FY 
we have flown approximately 

2,000 hours and trained 
142 FTU students for the 
Combatant Commanders.  The 
Enlisted Aircrew Academic 
School (EAAS) continues 
to focus on training enlisted 
aircrew members for the US 
Marines and our allied nations.  
The EAAS has graduated over 
26 students so far this FY 
with a robust schedule for the 
remainder of this year.

Not only have we taken 
care of business with our 
local mission, we have kept 
our eye on the expeditionary 
mission as well.  The 189th 
has deployed 32 members in 
support of our expeditionary 
mission and stand ready to 
deploy approximately 45 more 
before the year’s end.

With the conclusion of 
Operations Iraqi Freedom and 
New Dawn, the Department 
of Defense is facing 
significant budget reductions, 
force shaping actions, unit 
closures and other significant 
programming shifts.  The 
189th has and will feel the 
effects of all the above.  The 
189th has been designated the 
“Lead Unit” in the Avionics 
Modernization Program 
(AMP).  Preparation for C-130 
AMP Initial Operational Test 
and Evaluation (IOT&E) 
aircrew and maintenance 
transition training concluded 
in December 2011.  January 
2012 came with the official 
announcement of an 
indefinite delay of C-130 
AMP IOT&E.  Currently we 

maintain four C-130 AMP 
aircraft in flyable storage 
on our ramp.  The aircrew 
members are continuing to 
maintain currency by flying 
the AMP simulator.  While 
the C-130 AMP awaits final 
determination, you can rest 
assured the entire 189th team 
stands ready to act on whatever 
decision is reached.

The 189th is also an 
integral part of AF force 
shaping actions.  The 189th 
has been designated as the 
“Lead Unit” in the FY 14 Air 
Reserve Component (ARC) 
FTU association.  Significant 
events have transpired recently 
to move the ball down the 
field toward this association.  
The Air National Guard has 
been identified as the “Lead 
Command” for the C-130 
legacy FTU starting in FY 
13.  This is very significant to 
begin shaping the FTU to fit 
the ARC model.  ANG will 
take on programming actions 
for the legacy FTU.  The 
189th, AFRC, and 314th AW 
are continuously meeting to 
shape the structure of the ARC 
FTU to ensure proper manning, 
aircraft and leadership in order 
to provide the highest quality 
FTU graduates to the Mobility 
Air Force.

Lt. Gen. Wyatt, ANG 
Director, visited LRAFB and 
the 189th during the month 
of January.  Lt. Gen.Wyatt 
is now more informed than 
ever before on the issues 
facing us at the 189th and the 

way forward.  He was very 
impressed with the 189th and 
Team Little Rock.

Now you see where you 
have been.  I am sure there 
are a plethora of areas I failed 
to mention, but you can see 
that you have a vast amount 
of accomplishments in a 
short period of time.  Those 
accomplishments also lead 
you to where you are going.  
Continue to recruit; strength 
will only help us achieve 
greatness.  Timeliness in all 
we do is important.  Our RATs 
will be ready at the drop of 
a hat to support Arkansas 
domestic operations. Training 
FTU students is what we do 
best and we will continue to 
accomplish this mission.  We 
will continue to train and equip 
those of you who are identified 
for deployment, so you may 
go forth and accomplish the 
mission safely.  The 189th will 
continue to play a critical role 
in the AF force shaping and 
definitely will be a part of the 
proper solution. If you notice, 
I did not talk about UCI or 
LCAP preparation. Sure, there 
are a lot of areas where we 
can add some spit and polish 
in order to make things appear 
better on the surface, but if 
you continue to accomplish the 
things the way you do them 
today, we will be ready in the 
short 21 days we have left to 
prepare.  Where you have been 
is a direct reflection on where 
you are going.  Always be a 
good Wingman!

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Continued from Page 2

of ten plagues God placed on 
the Egyptians. God saved his 
people from bondage in Egypt 
to enter the promised land of 
Canaan. The deliverer today 
has come in the form of Christ. 

God sent Him to save fallen 
mankind and bring us to eternal 
life. During this season, may 
your celebration of Easter (if 
you so choose) reflect a time 
to celebrate the grace of God 
as He smiles on those who 
hear and receive His Word. 
“For God so loved the world 

that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 
Join us for worship outside at 
the guard pavilion during the 
spring and summer months at 
0700 Sunday UTAs to worship 
and celebrate Christ in the 

power of His resurrection.CELEBRATE
Continued from Page 2
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Warrior of the month
Rank and Name: TSgt. David Noel
Unit: 189 MXS
Job Title: Aircraft Hydraulic Technician
Status: Technician
Hometown: Iron Mountain, Michigan
Civilian Employment: Arkansas Air National Guard
Family: Wife Casey, daughter Clara and son Mason
Why I joined the Guard: To continue my military career after
active duty.
Most rewarding part of my job:  Working with other shops to
fix a problem
Hobbies: Hockey, waterskiing and going to car shows 
My favorite movie is: Slap Shot
My favorite TV Show(s): The Hockey Network
My favorite book: GM High-Tech Performance Magazine
A perfect day would be: Being at the Woodward Dream Cruise
I admire:  Jack Cotton
Something no one knows about me: I like turtles!

If you have someone in mind that you would like to nominate for Warrior of the Month contact 
Public Affairs at 987-6232 or 987-6068 or send an email to christopher.nelson.4@ang.af.mil. 

Unit Vacancies
     
The 189th Airlift Wing and its geographically 
separated units have drill status vacancies 
in the following career fields:

To apply for one of these positions, see 
Technical Sgt. James Epperson in the 189th 
Mission Support Flight’s retention office. The 
retention office is located in Building 103. 
Go to the 189th Mission Support Flight’s 
customer service and ask for the retention  
manager.  

2A5X3C Integrated Aviation Systems   
 (Heavy) (4)
2A651 Aerospace Propulsion (1)
2A654 Aircraft Fuel Systems (2)
2A656 Aircraft Electrical and   
 Environmental Systems (2)
2A6X4 Aircraft Fuel Systems (2)
2A7X3 Aircraft Structural Maint (1)
2F051 Fuels Journeyman (1)
3E451 Water/Fuel Systems   
 Maintenance (2)

5th Annual Senior Non-Commissioned 
Officer Induction Ceremony

Honoring those who have been promoted 
to Master Sergeant

 
Join us at Hangar 1080, Saturday April 14

Guest Speaker:
Command Chief Michael M. Williams, 19th AF

Social hour begins at 1745
Dinner Chimes at 1818

Menu will include an Italian Buffet
Dress: Mess Dress/Semi-Formal

Tickets are available for $30 until March 30

Please Contact MSgt. Jennifer Poindexter at 501-987-
7991 or TSgt. Anthony Huntley at 501-987-6931 for more 

information or to purchase tickets

Photo by Master Sgt. Dianna Seerey
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Mobile Web app makes personnel accountability easier

JOINT BASE SAN 
ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, 
Texas (AFNS) -- Software 
developers have created a 
new mobile Web application 
that allows total force 
Airmen the ability to 
account for themselves and 
family members from their 
smartphone during a crisis or 
natural disaster.

During a crisis, the Air 
Force uses the Air Force 
Personnel Accountability 
and Assessment System to 
account for and assess the 
needs of the Air Force’s Total 
Force -- active-duty Airmen, 
selected Reserve members, 
Department of the Air Force 
and non-appropriated fund 
civilian employees, Air Force 
contractors (assigned overseas) 
and family members.

AFPAAS becomes 
operational, or active, at 
leadership request during 
crises to allow the total force 
to account for themselves 
and their family’s safety and 
whereabouts. Now individuals 
have improved access through 
certain smartphones to the 
accountability and assessment 
features of AFPAAS. 

“The Air Force is taking 
AFPAAS to the next level to 
align with what is used in the 
private sector every day,” said 
Brian Angell, the Air Force 
Personnel Center Personnel 
Readiness Cell operations 
chief. “This wireless 
capability enhances Air Force 
accountability during crises 
and natural disasters.”

In the case of an active 
AFPAAS event, members can 
use a smartphone to log into 
the application via their user 
identification and password. 

The application is accessible 
on iPhones, Androids 
and certain touch-screen 
Blackberry phones; however 
it is not available on iPads or 
non-touch-screen phones. 

Once logged in, users can 
account for themselves and 
their family members. Other 
available functions include 
the ability to update sponsor 
and evacuation contact and 
location information as well 
as complete a needs survey if 
necessary. 

The mobile Web app uses 
the browser on the phone 
versus downloading an 
application and uses the same 
URL as AFPAAS, said Donna 
Williamson, the lead developer 
with SPAWAR Systems 
Center Pacific. The site 
recognizes the person is using 
a smartphone and will present 
the site in a mobile format.

The Air Force recently 

tested the application and 
shared their findings with the 
Space and Naval Warfare 
Systems Center, Pacific, 
which will make updates 
and improvements to the 
application as necessary. As 
AFPAAS improves, so will the 
application and functionalities. 

Each military service uses 
their own Department of 
Defense-funded application 
to assist with their specific 
personnel accountability and 
assessment system during a 
crisis or natural disaster.

When there is not an on-
going event, officials said the 
total force should keep their 
contact information updated 
by logging into the secure 
AFPAAS website from a 
personal computer at https://
afpaas.af.mil.

By Jon Hanson
Air Force Personnel, Services 
and Manpower Public Affairs

Team Little Rock is having 
a C.W. Bill Young Department 
of Defense Marrow Donor 
Drive Registry, April 9-15, 
2012.

On Friday April 13, 2012, 
there will be a registry drive at 
the Base Exchange for retirees, 
dependents or those not 
assigned to a unit.   

The 189 AW will register 
eligible volunteers April 14-15, 
2012. Time and location to be 

determined.
Eligible volunteers under 

the DoD program include 
active duty, retirees, National 
Guard, Reserves, DoD 
civilian employees, and their 
dependents.

Volunteers must be between 
the ages of 18-60 and in 
general good health.

In most cases, even those 
who are not eligible to donate 
blood are eligible to be marrow 
donors.

Every year, approximately 
20,000 people diagnosed 

with leukemia or lymphoma 
will have no match in their 
immediate families and must 
turn to the National Registry 
to find a compatible donor.  Of 
these, over 500 per year are 
fellow DoD military personnel.

Eligible volunteers will 
have an oral swab sample 
taken.  They are required to fill 
out a Department of Defense 
(DoD) consent form.  The oral 
swab is tested to determine 
their Human Leukocyte 
Antigen (HLA) type.  That 
coded information (no names 

or social security numbers 
are used for identification 
purposes) is placed on the 
national registry of the NMDP 
in Minneapolis, MN, where it 
will remain until their sixty-
first (61st) birthday.

The C.W. Bill Young 
Marrow Donor Center 
coordinates all the medical 
and logistic support for DoD 
personnel who volunteer for 
the possibility of donating 
marrow. For more information 
go to: http://www.dodmarrow.
org.

C.W. Bill Young Department of Defense Marrow Donor Program
By Chief Gary Wynn
189th Airlift Wing command 
chief

those who had helped him 
along his career.  He thanked 
his wife Denise, his family 
and several influential mentors 
throughout his career.

    “There are two groups 

I would be remiss without 
thanking.  My family and 
my military family,” said 
Porter.  “We all know that we 
could not do the things we 
do without the outstanding 
support of our families.  My 
military family are those 

Soldiers and Airmen that lean 
forward and gets things done.  
The professional men and 
women who day-in and day-
out display the core values and 
make the mission happen.”

    Porter added that serving 
with such outstanding Airmen, 

both domestically and in 
combat zones abroad is a 
humbling experience for him 
that he will take with him for a 
lifetime.

RETIREMENT
Continued from Page 1
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- DOUBLE FEATURE -
The 189th visits Pinewood Elementary in honor of Read Across America week

Pinewood Elementary School children from Mrs. Lindsey Jones’ 4th 
grade class listen to Master Sgt. Kenny Jones, Wing Information 
Assurance Manager, Communications Flight, 189th Airlift Wing, 
Arkansas Air National Guard read “Yertle the Turtle” by Dr. Seuss 
during the “Read Across America” week. To his left is Mrs. Lindsey 
Jones, teacher of the 4th grade class and wife of MSgt. Jones. 
The students participated in special activities during the week that 
encouraged them to read both at home and school.

Pinewood Elementary School children from Mrs. Cheryl Cleare’s 
2nd grade class listen to Technical Sgt. Jerry Parsons, Aerospace 
Propulsion Craftsman, Maintenance Group, 189th Airlift Wing, 
Arkansas Air National Guard read “Owl Moon“ by Jane Yolen, 
during the “Read Across America” week. The students participated 
in special activities during the week that encouraged them to read 
both at home and school.

Pinewood Elementary School children listen to Staff Sgt. Jeffery 
Browning, Aerospace Propulsion Craftsman, Maintenance 
Squadron, 189th Airlift Wing, Arkansas Air National Guard, read 
the book “Charlie Anderson”, by Barbara Abercrombie, during the 
“Read Across America” week.  The students participated in special 
activities during the week that encouraged them to read both at 
home and school. 

Photo by A1C Ian Caple

Over 20 Airmen from 
the 189th and 19th Airlift 
Wings volunteered to read to 
elementary school students at 
Pinewood Elementary School 
in Jacksonville in honor of 
Doctor Seuss’ 108th birthday, 
on Friday March 2, 2012.

Three Airmen from the 
189th attended, all of which 
read children’s books to several 
grades and classes. Technical 
Sgt. Jerry Parsons, Aerospace 
Propulsion Craftsman, 
Maintenance Group, Staff Sgt. 
Jeffery Browning, Aerospace 
Propulsion Craftsman, 
Maintenance Squadron and 
Master Sgt. Kenny Jones, 
Wing Information Assurance 
Manager, Communications 

Flight all volunteered to read 
that morning.

Our own Master Sgt. Kenny 
Jones read to his wife’s 4th 
grade class and answered  
students’ questions.

Schools across the nation 
participated in Read Across 
America from Feb. 27 to March 
2. Activities were planned for 
students encouraging them to 
read both at home and in school.

The week was full of 
activities that included a day of 
wearing pajamas, a “Leap Day” 
on Feb. 29 celebrating leap day 
that included reading about 
frogs, a day of dressing up as 
your favorite book character 
and finally a day of dressing 
up as Dr. Seuss characters 
followed by a birthday party 
with cupcakes for Dr. Seuss on 
Friday March 2.

By A1C Ian Caple
189th Airflit Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Master Sgt. Dianna Seerey

Photo by A1C Ian Caple



Warrior, April 2012 7

Master Sgt. John Weston, 189th Civil Engineer, Pavements and 
Construction NCOIC (right), receives recognition from Maj. Gen. 
William D. Wofford, the Adjutant General of the Arkansas National 
Guard, during a Hometown Heroes Salute ceremony at Camp 
Joseph T. Robinson, AR, on March 4, 2012.  Members of ADT 
II conducted many training seminars for small farmers in various 
districts around Zabul Province in Southern Afghanistan, covering 
multiple topics including, orchard and pasture management, 
wheat and garden crops, irrigation and water management, soil 
improvement, and pest and disease management.

Technical Sgt. Will Earnhart, 189th Communication Flight, Cyber 
Security (right), receives recognition from Maj. Gen. William D. 
Wofford, the Adjutant General of the Arkansas National Guard, 
during a Hometown Heroes Salute ceremony at Camp Joseph T. 
Robinson, AR, on March 4, 2012.  

Arkansas Agribusiness Development Team II (ADT II) members 
(left to right), Col. Paul Norris, 188th Medical Group Commander; 
Master Sgt. John Weston, 189th Civil Engineer, Pavements and 
Construction NCOIC; and Technical Sgt. Will Earnhart, 189th 
Communication Flight, Cyber Security, are honored during a 
Hometown Heroes Salute ceremony at Camp Joseph T. Robinson, 
AR, on March 4, 2012. 

Col. Paul Norris, 188th Medical Group Commander (right), receives 
recognition from Maj. Gen. William D. Wofford, the Adjutant General 
of the Arkansas National Guard, during a Hometown Heroes Salute 
ceremony at Camp Joseph T. Robinson, AR, on March 4, 2012.

Hometown Heroes Salute ceremony

Photos by Technical Sgt. Billie Thompson
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For the family of ...

Promotions PME Graduations
Non-Commisioned Officers Academy 
Technical Sgt. Michael Caffey, 189 MXS
Technical Sgt. Patrick Williams, 189 LRS
Technical Sgt. Anthony Thompson, 189 LRS
Technical Sgt. Joshua Atkins, 154 TRS
Technical Sgt. Thomas Cossey, 154 TRS
Technical Sgt. Scott Lang, 123 IS
Staff Sgt. Christopher Murrell, 189 LRS
Airman Leadership School 
Senior Airman James Simpson, 154 TRS

Retirements
Lt. Col. Mark Millikin, April 1, 2012

To Senior Airman
Tanner W. Hand, 189 MXS
Tralesa D. Sims, 189 AMXS

To Technical Sergeant
Brian G. Cannon, 154 TRS
Nathan W. Poindexter, 189 MXS
Emmett B. Hamilton, 189 MXS
Cordell Dielmann, 189 SFS
Russell Raymond, 189 FSS

To Staff Sergeant
Twila C. Ocasio, 123 IS

The RAT Corner
QUICK NOTE: 
Although tornadoes can occur at any time of the year in Arkansas, they are 
more prevalent during the spring storm season. According to National Weather 
Service Statistics, from 1980-2011, May was the peak month for tornadoes in 
Arkansas, followed very closely by April and then November. Over the past 
30 years, most tornadoes in Arkansas occurred around the 5:00 p.m. hour, 
followed closely by the 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. hours. From 1980 to 2009, 
Arkansas is ranked 15th nationally in total number of recorded tornadoes, 3rd 
nationally for number of tornadoes rated EF-2 or higher, and 2nd nationally for 
number of tornadoes resulting in fatalities.        

RAT ROTATION SCHEDULE:
Team A: In the bucket through April 30, 2012 Team B: In the “bucket” May 1, 
2012 - July 31, 2012 Team C: In the “bucket” August 1, 2012 - October 31, 
2012

CONTACT INFO:
If you have any questions or would like to join a team, please contact Capt. 
Chris Wald at 501-987-6897 or CMSgt. Ken Fisher at 501-987-7978.


