
Holiday Happiness
See page 2 for an article 
on how to keep you and 
your family safe this 
holiday season.

Photo Features
This month we covered 
the 2013 Annual Awards 
commander’s call 
ceremony.

Talk of AFR and ANG 
Merge
See page 5 for an 
article on the possible 
Air Force Reserve and 
Air National Guard 
merge.

RAT Team Updates
See page 8 for monthly 
RAT team updates and 
information.

Public Website
Visit  our website for 
news, newsletters, 
photos, videos and 
more at:
www.189aw.ang.af.mil 

189AW Facebook
For instant updates 
including news, 
photos, videos 
and stories, visit 
our Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/189aw
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The 123rd Intelligence 
Squadron (123 IS), also known 
as Distributed Ground Sta-
tion–Arkansas (DGS-AR), is 
a combat unit which operates 
and maintains an Air National 
Guard component of the AF 
Distributed Common Ground 
System gained by the Air Force 
Intelligence, Surveillance, 
and Reconnaissance Agency 
(AFISRA). The 123IS devel-
ops world class professionals, 
providing Intelligence Sur-
veillance and Reconnaissance 
to war fighters and Incident 
Awareness and Assessment for 
the Homeland.

From 1952-2001 the unit has 
been an intelligence and photo-
graphic reproduction unit pro-
viding imagery to support head-
quarters war planning efforts.  
The unit has been mobilized 
several times, once in 1968 for 

The 123rd Intelligence Squadron mission
the USS Pueblo Crisis, then in 
1999 for Operation ALLIED 
FORCE/NOBLE ANVIL, Post 
9/11 from 2001-2006, for Op-
erations ENDURING FREE-
DOM/IRAQI FREEDOM 
(OEF/OIF), in which the unit’s 
members were mobilized and 
deployed around the world.  
From 2007 to 2009, the 123 IS 
was mobilized at home station 
(Little Rock AFB) supporting 
OEF, OIF and Operation NEW 
DAWN.  DGS-AR will once 
again be mobilized in October 
2013 for one year at Little Rock 
AFB.  

DGS-AR commonly sup-
ports the MQ-1 Predator and 
the MQ-9 Reaper but has sup-
ported the RQ-4 Global Hawk 
and the U-2 Dragon Lady in 
the past.  Since the unit be-
came operational in December 
2006 the Airman assigned to 
DGS-AR have amassed over 
50,000 hours of full motion 
video exploitation and created 

over  14,000 products that have 
directly aided Coalition Forces 
engaged in combat operations 
throughout the world. The 123 
IS has the following Intelli-
gence career field: Operations 
Intelligence (1N0X1), Geospa-
tial Analyst (1N1X1A), and 
Signals Intelligence Network 
Analyst (1N4X1B).  Addition-
ally the following communica-
tions career fields support the 
intelligence mission:  Knowl-
edge Operations Management 
(3D0X1), Cyber Systems Oper-
ations (3D0X2), Client Systems 
Technician (3D1X1), and Cy-
ber Transport Systems (3D1X2)  
Currently the only officer career 
field the 123IS has to offer is the 
14N, Intelligence Officer.  Each 
career fields brings a different 
aspect to ensuring the DGS-AR 
mission is effective in support-
ing the warfighters all over the 
world.

The 123 IS also has an In-

Courtesy photo by TSgt. Matt Ward

By Lt. Col. Tina Lipscomb
123rd Intelligence Squadron commander

SEE INTEL PAGE 3
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As I was visiting the teens 
in our youth group in one 
of my parish assignments, 
I was asking them about 
their favorite holidays, and 
what kinds of traditions are 
observed in their families. 

One girl, when it was her turn, 
said she loves Thanksgiving; 
“It’s like Christmas, but without 
all the pressure of shopping for 
presents.”  I kinda chuckled, 
thinking to myself; “Wow…we 
really do put a lot of pressure 
on ourselves this time of year!” 
She continued to tell us that 
her whole family gathers at her 
grandparents’ house, and they 

all take turns giving thanks 
to God for specific blessings 
received throughout the year.  
But, they also take time to say 
“Thank you” to each other.  
She says it’s a way for all of her 
family to stay connected and 
to remember how important 
they all are to each other.   

The amazing thing about 
this girl’s answer is that she 
had recently been diagnosed 
with inoperable brain cancer, 
but she managed to remain 
faithful and upbeat. This 
teenage girl reminded me 
that Thanksgiving really is a 
great holiday, and a wonderful 
opportunity to give thanks 
for all the gifts and blessings 
we have received in our lives, 

especially many of the things 
we so often take for granted.  

Unfortunately for some of 
us, we may have experienced 
a seemingly overwhelming 
amount of loss or tragedy in our 
lives, thus finding it difficult 
to think of anything for which 
we should be thankful.  But, I 
would like to challenge all of us 
during this month to try our best 
to think of at least one thing 
that deserves our gratitude.  
Perhaps it’s simply the gift of 
another day and another breath.  

May you all be blessed in 
abundance, and don’t forget to 
give thanks.  We never know 
when our last opportunity to 
say “thank you” might be.

By Capt. Steven Rogers
189th Airlift Wing Chaplain’s 
Office

Give thanks every chance you get

Well, it’s that time of 
year again—can you believe 
it’s already here?—and the 
holidays are upon us.   We are 
all making plans for the host of 
activities and travel that come 
along with the season.  But 
along with those plans, travel, 
and fun come some dangers that 
we should all take a moment to 
consider.  

From the Thanksgiving 
holiday through the middle of 
January, the two words that 
best describe the vast majority 
of the injuries (and deaths) that 
occur are the “2 F’s”:  “Falls” 
and “Fire.”

Falls.  There is an old saying 
among rock climbers, “the law 
of gravity is strictly enforced.”  
Knowing that o-so-simple law, 
climbers go at their hobby well 
prepared.  Ropes, harnesses, 
safety observers, etc…, are 
employed liberally during any 
climbing evolution.  But, how 
many home handy men think 

past the joyous pride they’ll 
feel as envious passers by gawk 
at the Edison inspired holiday 
light show they have attached to 
their once humble abode?  (I’ll 
pick on men in this due to the 
fact that statistically, we men 
are VASTLY more likely to 
fall from a ladder or roof during 
holiday decorating).  We will 
often find ourselves hanging in a 
precarious position, some 20 or 
30 feet above terra firma (and I 
do mean FIRM!), working with 
Clark Griswald-esk diligence 
to make our homes visible 
from over the horizon.  But do 
we stop and take a moment to 
plan what we’re placing our 
ladder on, what’s below and 
above it (deaths from ladders 
coming into contact with power 
lines occur every year around 
the holiday season), or how 
well our ladder is stabilized?  
Statistics tell us a resounding 
“NO!”  On average, about 
5,800 people – two to three 
every hour – (Source: CDC 
Fall-Related Injuries During 
the Holiday Season (2004) – 

make the ride of shame to the 
emergency room each year to 
have arms, legs, or noggins 
splinted or surgically repaired 
due to not thinking through 
the strategic placement of a 
ladder while hanging holiday 
decorations.  

Prevention and safety when 
working on a ladder is very 
simple.  The most effective 
prevention:  have a buddy help 
you out. (Well, the ultimate 
prevention is abstinence from 
hanging holiday flare more than 
3 ft above the ground, but we 

Avoid the two F’s. The key to holiday happiness
By Maj. Joshua M. Fulcher
154th Training Squadron

Maj. Joshua Fulcher

SEE HAPPINESS PAGE 3
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all know that’s NOT going to 
happen!)  So, grab your buddy, 
brother-in-law, neighbor, 
spouse, offspring, or whoever, 
and have them hold your ladder 
and help you maneuver through 
your decoration evolution.  Be 
like a good rock climber and 
don’t thumb your nose at the 
law of gravity…, it is strictly 
enforced and there is harsh 
punishment for disobedience.  

Next we visit fire.  Fire is 
your friend…, until it gets away 
from you.  A huge number of 
house fires occur every year 
around the holidays.

  If one takes a frozen object 
that is made mostly of water…, 
say, a Butterball Turkey.  And 
puts said frozen object in very 
hot environment, say, a stainless 
steel pot full of 450 degree 
peanut oil, the frozen water 
that comprises the majority of 
said turkey rapidly expands 
as its temperature rapidly 
exceeds the boiling point. Since 
the stainless steel container 
is fixed in its size and very 
strong, the rapidly expanding 
water, and oil that does not mix 
with it, must go somewhere.  
The water vaporizes almost 
instantaneously, displaces the 
oil so rapidly that it too partially 
vaporizes. This flammable, 

vaporized mess spills over the 
top and onto the side of the 
container, straight to the open 
flame below. Be unfortunate 
enough to have said situation 
occur inside, or next to your 
humble abode?  Well, there is 
one, very appropriate word to 
describe what happens next:  
INFERNO.  (If you’d like to 
witness a fine example of this 
scientific principle, fire up 
Youtube (pun intended) and 
search for:  “Why you should 
NEVER fry a frozen turkey.”)

All kidding aside, the above 
situation happens more than 
250 times every year.  Don’t let 
one of the most delicious, and 
artery hardening delights you 
could ever put in your mouth 
become the reason Allstate 
(Mayhem is freezing the turkey 
and boiling the oil as I type) has 
to write you a check to try and 
replace what you’ve worked 
for your whole life.  Thaw the 
turkey, keep it dry, move the 
pot away from the house, and 
keep the Halon close by.  

Christmas is not without 
its fiery dangers as well.  Two 
that lead the way: Christmas 
trees and candles.  A yummy 
smelling Yankee Candle placed 
too close to a dry Christmas 
tree will give you a far more 
poignant and memorable 
smell to remember.  “Charred 
Drywall” and “Melted Carpet” 

are not high on the Yankee list 
of popular olfactory delights.
Yet, way too many people 
have smelled just that due to 
placing a candle too close to 
a dried out cedar tree that is 
covered in wood ornaments, 
thin plastic tinsel strips, and 
rubber coated electrical cords.  
One would think it’s painfully 
obvious to not mix open flame 
with a dry, decorated tree, yet 
looking at the stats below, one 
sees that it is all too common an 
occurrence.   

The numbers are a bit 
sobering:  

Each year, fires occurring 
during the holiday season claim 
the lives of more than 400 
Americans, injure 1,650 more, 
and cause more than $990 
million in damage.  (Source: 
USFA December and Holiday 
Fires, 2006)

Candle-related fires are one 
of the most common holiday 
home hazards, averaging more 
than 15,000 each year, resulting 
in 166 deaths, nearly 13,000 
injuries and $450 million 
in direct property damage.  
(Source: NFPA, June 2010)

Christmas trees, both natural 
and artificial, were the item first 
ignited in an estimated average 
of 250 reported home structure 
fires per year during 2003-
2007. These fires caused an 
estimated average of 14 civilian 

deaths, 26 civilian injuries and 
$13.8 million in direct property 
damage per year.  (Source: 
NFPA Home Christmas Tree 
and Holiday Light Fires, 2009)

Other sources of ignition are 
common during the holidays.  
Overloaded electrical outlets, 
fireplaces, back yard bonfires, 
or fireworks on New Year’s 
Eve.  All, if not contained and 
respected, can bring one’s 
holiday season to a sobering 
and tragic end.  Bottom line is 
to be judicious with fire.  Think 
about what is flammable, where 
you place ignition sources, and 
how you will deal with a fire if 
it gets out of hand.   

The holidays are a fantastic 
time of year.  Don’t let 
carelessness lead to a disaster.  
Enjoy time with your family, 
the parties, and the festivities 
that make up the season.  One 
quick reminder of the third, 
underlying, “F” that is, more 
often than not, involved in 
of the above discussion:  
Fermentables.  The harsh reality 
is alcohol contributes greatly 
to all the above situations and 
many others—like consuming 
fermentables before, or while, 
driving your Ford.  Think 
before you drink and as the 
Air Force always reminds you, 
HAVE A PLAN!  

cident Awareness and As-
sessment (IAA) also referred 
to as Domestic Operations 
(DOMOPs) mission along with 
supporting the National Guard 
Counterdrug program.  The 123 
IS provides first responders, lo-
cal, state, and federal authori-
ties with situational awareness 
in the event of a natural or 
man-made disaster.  The 123 

IS brings a unique capability 
to the IAA mission in the form 
of the IAA PAD (Processing, 
Analysis, and Dissemination) 
trailer the RAZORback PAD.  
The RAZORback Pad was 
built to be mobile platform to 
capture data from a collection 
platform, process that data, al-
low for the analysis of the data 
and then to disseminate that 
data in the form of finished 
IAA to local, state and federal 
entities to aid in the event of 

a disaster. The RAZORback 
PAD is towable by a truck, and 
air transportable by loading it 
on a C-130 or larger military 
aircraft. The RAZORback Pad 
is equipped with 6 worksta-
tions, computers, radios, and 
telephones, to set up in remote 
conditions and fuse intelligence 
products and customize them to 
suit the diverse customer base.  
The 123 IS is always ready to 
support the next operation pro-
viding equipment and expertise 

necessary to downlink and dis-
seminate IAA in support of the 
Homeland.

The 123 IS has a notable 
list of achievements over the 
past 10 years and looks forward 
to the future growth with the 
188th in Fort Smith.  The 123 
IS Airmen are ready for the 
new opportunities and looking 
forward to the synergy of work-
ing with the RPA and targeting 
unit all in one location.

INTEL
Continued from Page 1

HAPPINESS
Continued from Page 2
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Warrior of the Month
Rank and Name: TSgt. Shawn M. Fahey		
Unit:	 189th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Job Title: Supply Technician 		
Status: AGR
Hometown: Hammond, Indiana
Civilian Employment: 189th Logistic Readiness 
Squadron	
Family: Michelle R. Fahey(wife), Patrick T. Fahey(son), and 
Olivia R. Fahey(daughter)
Why I joined the Guard: After leaving Active Duty, I felt 
the need to continue my military carreer. The Arkansas Air 
National Guard afforded me the opportunity to continue my 
military carreer and be there for my family 
Most rewarding part of my job: Being able to assist my 
customers in keeping the mission going.
Hobbies: Bowling and Fishing 
My favorite movie is: “Facing the Giants” 
My favorite TV Show(s): “American Pickers”, “Chopped” ,
“Diners, Drive-ins and Dives”, and “BBQ Pitmasters” 
My favorite book: “The Illustrated Man” 
A perfect day would be: Spending the day with the family in 
Branson, MO

I admire: My wife for the sacrifices she makes as a military 
spouse. 
Something no one knows about me: I am hooked on cooking 
shows.

When Archie and Becky 
Holiday filed the insurance 
claim for straight-line wind 
damage to the roof of their 
home, the adjuster approved 
funds for nothing more than 
a “patch job”.  In reality most 
of the roof was in need of 
replacement. The situation was 
further compounded by the fact 
that Becky had recently been 
laid off from her job and the fact 
that Archie was left a paraplegic 
following an ATV accident 
in 2011. 189th Propulsion 
Specialist Jimmy Freet knows 
the Holidays well since he 
is married to their daughter 
Stacy. Jimmy came up with 
the idea to enlist a few of his 

fellow Maintenance Squadron 
members to help this couple 
out with their roof problem. 
On Saturday, October 26, at 
8AM sharp, eight maintainers 
arrived at the Holiday 
residence with hammers, nails, 
shingles, plywood, a large 
supply of compassion and can 
do spirit. In just 10 hours the 
team performed a total tear 
off, re-deck, re-paper, and 
complete shingle installation 
on the once damaged roof. The 
Holidays were very grateful 
for the assistance as indicated 
by Mrs. Holiday, “The help 
these Airmen provided today 
is appreciated more than 
any of them will ever know, 
and that God will bless each 
and every one of them for 
their service to mankind”.

189th maintaners’ time off well spent
By SMSgt. Daniel R. Dinkins III
189th Maintenance Squadron

189th Maintainers Phillip Adkins, Jeffrey Browning, Mark 
Cheney, Mark Ferrin, Jim Grant, Jeremy Harris, and Tim 
Hunter put the final courses of shingles on Becky and Archie 
Holiday’s freshly repaired roof.  

Courtesy photos by SMSgt. Daniel Dinkins
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WASHINGTON -- Air 
Force Reserve leaders testified 
to the National Commission on 
the Structure of the Air Force 
that merging the Air Force 
Reserve with the Air National 
Guard would create little 
value and numerous adverse 
impacts - detracting from the 
broader goal of improving 
the Air Force structure.

Appointed by the FY13 
National Defense Authorization 
Act, the commission, who 
heard testimony on Oct. 24-25, 
is reviewing the Air Force’s 
structure to determine if and 
how it should be changed 
to meet future missions and 
funding challenges. The 
commission’s report and 
recommendations are due to 
the president by Feb. 1, 2014.

“I believe the nation benefits 
from the synergistic value of 
a three-component Air Force 
consisting of Active Duty, Air 
Force Reserve and Air National 
Guard,” said Lt. Gen. James 
F. Jackson, chief of Air Force 
Reserve and commander of 
Air Force Reserve Command 
during his testimony on Oct. 24. 

The National Commission 
on the Structure of the Air 
Force interviewed senior 
leaders - from past and present, 
active duty, guard and reserve 
- to review proposals to 
integrate the Air Force Reserve 
and the Air National Guard 
into one reserve component. 

“I do not believe combining 
the AFR and ANG is 
beneficial or value-added to 
our nation,” Jackson told the 
commission. “A merger of 
the AFR and ANG has been 
discussed many times during 
the 65 years of our history, 
yet has never materialized.”

Leaders advise commission not to merge AFR and ANG
Also, the commission met 

with the top enlisted leaders of 
each of the three components 
and asked about strengths, 
capabilities, improvements, 
shortfalls, resiliency, 
participation, recruiting, 
retention and morale.

“We have met our recruiting 
goal for the 13th consecutive 
year,” said Chief Master Sgt. of 
Air Force Reserve Command 
Cameron B. Kirksey during his 
testimony to the commission 
on Oct. 25. “Our retention rate 
averages 88 percent for the past 
seven years. Morale continues 
to be high and our Airmen 
want to serve more than ever.”

“We are concerned with the 
current budget environment and 
the effects of sequestration,”S 
said Kirksey. “From furloughs 
and paycheck losses, to the 
stress caused by financial 
uncertainty, the resiliency 
of the force is being tested, 
with the long-term impacts 
yet to be fully understood.”

Regular Air Force, Air 
National Guard and Air Force 
Reserve Airmen work together 
around the world as a team 
in air, space and cyberspace. 
Today’s “Total Force” consists 
of about 327,600 Regular Air 
Force Airmen, 105,400 Air 
National Guardsmen, and 
70,880 Air Force Reserve 
Airmen actively serving in the 
Selected Reserve as designated 
by the FY13 National Defense 
Authorization Act. The Air 
Force Reserve also maintains 
a strategic depth of more than 
790,000 stand-by or non-
participating reservists and 
retirees that can be called 
up for national emergencies.

“We deliver our diverse 
portfolio of capability through 
air, space and cyberspace as 
a federal reserve, always in 
Title 10 status, whether at 

home or abroad,” said Kirksey.
“The Air Force Reserve 

always serves in Title 
10 status as the federal 
member of the Air Reserve 
Component,” said Jackson. 

This is the third time 
Jackson has addressed the 
commission. In previous 
testimony, the general told the 
commission about an analytical 
simulation tool called the 
“Individual Cost Assessment 
Model” which can determine 
an Airman’s overall life-cycle 
cost, in all three components.

Leveraging the cost-
effectiveness, capability and 
capacity of the reserve and 
guard during this time of fiscal 
austerity is of keen interest 
to the commission. Led by 
the Honorable Dennis M. 

By Col. Bob Thompson
Air Force Reserve Public Affairs

McCarthy, a retired Marine 
Corps lieutenant general and 
the previous assistant secretary 
of Defense for Reserve 
Affairs at the Pentagon, the 
commission has visited and 
interviewed Airmen across 
the country. The vice chair is 
the Honorable Erin Conaton, 
a former under secretary of 
Defense for Personnel and 
Readiness and previous under 
secretary of the Air Force.

“Whether reserve, 
guard or active duty, when 
making proposed changes, 
we must be aware of the 
impact to our Airmen’s 
lives and their families,” 
said Kirksey. “They are our 
most important resource.” 

Chief Master Sgt. James W. Hotaling, Command Chief Master 
Sergeant of the Air National Guard testifies to the National 
Commission of the Structure of the Air Force on October 25, 
2013 in Arlington, VA. The National Commission of the Structure 
of the Air Force was established by Congress this year to 
comprehensively study the U.S. Air Force and it three components 
- active, reserve and Air National Guard - and determine how the Air 
Force’s structure should be modified to best fill current and future 
mission requirements, including homeland defense, with available 
resources. (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Marvin 
R. Preston/RELEASED)
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2013 Annual Award Winners

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, Ann and Jerry 
Reichenbach, Master Sgt. David D. Terry Chapter, Air Force Association, 
and Chief Master Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th Airlift Wing command chief, 
present Senior Airman Joshua Summers with the Air Force Association 
Guardsman of the Year award during November commander’s call.

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, stands with several of the 2013 189th Airlift Wing award winners. L to R: Master Sgt. 
Brent Carper, Senior Airman Ebone Sturgis, Mr. Fred Fisher, Master Sgt. Brian West, Chief Master Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th Airlift Wing 
command chief.

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, presents Senior 
Airman Ebone Sturgis the award for Airman of the Year. Standing 
with her is her Father and Chief Master Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th 
Airlift Wing command chief.

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, and Chief 
Master Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th Airlift Wing command chief, 
present the 2013 Noncommissioned Officer of the Year award to 
Tech Sgt. David Fraser. Standing with him is his wife Mrs. Angela 
Fraser and his children. 

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, and Chief Master 
Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th Airlift Wing command chief, present the 
Honor Guardsman of the Year award to Tech Sgt. Amber Brown. 

U.S. Air National Guard photos by SrA Ian Caple
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2013 Annual Awards, con’t

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, and Chief Master 
Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th Airlift Wing command chief, present the 
2013 Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the Year award to Senior 
Master Sgt. Matthew Pfleger. Standing with him is his wife Mrs. 
Nikki Pfleger and his daughter. 

U.S. Air National Guard photos by SrA Ian Caple

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, Chief Master 
Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th Airlift Wing command chief and Mr. Ed 
Summers, 189th Family Readiness, present the Volunteer of 
the Year award to Master Sgt. Brent Carper during November 
commander’s call. 

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, and Chief 
Master Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th Airlift Wing command chief, 
present the First Sergeant of the Year award to MSgt. Anatole 
Paradis. Standing with him is his wife Mrs. Paradis. 

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, and Chief 
Master Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th Airlift Wing command chief and 
Mr. Ed Summers, 189th Family Readiness, present the Youth of 
the Year award to Miss Abigail Chynoweth.

Col. Eggensperger, 189th Airlift Wing commander, Chief Master Sgt. Ricky Sowell, 189th Airlift Wing command chief and Mr. Ed Summers, 
189th Family Readiness, present the 2013 Family of the Year award to the Chynoweth family. L to R: Col. Steve Eggensperger, Staff Sgt. 
Evan Chynoweth, Abigail Chynoweth, Shelly Chynoweth, Dakota Jackson and Mr. Ed Summers. 
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Promotions

PME Graduations
Airman Leadership School
SrA Laura Cohea, 09 Oct 2013, 123 IS.
SrA Matthew Saint John, 25 Oct 2013, 123 IS.
SrA Michelle Rosner, 30 Oct 2013, 189 MXS.
SrA Zach Stookey, 03 Nov 2013, 189 CF.
SrA Megan Dove, 06 Nov 2013, 123 IS.

Retirements
Maj Anthony Hafner, 154 TRS, 1 Dec 13
SMSgt. Jonathan Waddell, 189 OG, 1 Nov 13
MSgt. David Wood, 189 MXS, 01 Dec 13

To Senior Airman
Jonathan P. Summers, 189 CES
Jeffrey T. Anderson, 189 LRS

To Master Sergeant
Michelle Denise Malone, 189 MXS
Annette Arnold, 189 FSS
Craig A. Smith, 123 IS

To Technical Sergeant
Donald M. Russell, 189 MXS
Joe Harvey Llanes, 189t LRS

The RAT Corner
QUICK NOTES: 
Team “B” you are in the “bucket” through January 2014; are your bags packed 
and are you ready to assist affected local communities at a moment’s notice?

Additional volunteers are needed for all three teams.  Being part of a RAT is a 
great opportunity to deploy with your family from the 189th Airlift Wing to assist 
local communities during a time of need.  Our rotation schedule means you are 
only in the deployment “bucket” for 3 out of every 9 months.   Give us a call if 
you are interested in signing up!
	
RECALL PROCEDURES:  Texts and Telephone Calls are our primary 
means of contacting personnel when we receive a mission tasking and begin 
activating a RAT.  If either your primary or alternate telephone numbers have 
changed and you have not previously let us know, please send an email to 
william.catton@ang.af.mil with your updated information so that we can keep 
our recall roster up to date.
	
RAT ROTATION SCHEDULE: 
TEAM B: “In the bucket” November 01, 2013 through January 31, 2014
	
CONTACT INFO:
If you have any questions or would like to join a team, please contact CMSgt 
Ken Fisher at 501-987-7978 or MSgt Bill Catton at 501-987-2169.

Team Little Rock Satellite ALS and NCOA Classes Open

- TDY 2.5 weeks
- Trad/Tech get paid for each training day
- Airmen receive in-residence credit
- Airmen earn CCAF credit
- Excellent Total Force Integration (TFI) experience
- Apply skills in actual work environment
Contact Master Sgt. Jeremiah Brewer at 731-7859 or 
jeremiah.brewer.1@ang.af.mil
- Weekend classes for six weeks (0830-1630 tentative)
- No class on Memorial Day weekend
Home station training: 19 Apr - 1 Jun 2014
In-residence training: 10 Jun - 25 Jun 2014 (2.5 weeks at 
McGhee Tyson ANGB in Knoxville, TN)
DEADLINE: 23 Jan 2014

Satellite ALS Satellite NCOA
- TDY 2.5 weeks
- Trad/Tech get paid for each training day
- Airmen receive in-residence credit
- Airmen earn 11 hours of college credit
- Two SSgts with eight years TIS can attend (ANG or RES)
- Excellent Total Force Integration (TFI) experience
- Apply skills in actual work environment
Contact Master Sgt. Jeremiah Brewer at 731-7859 or 
jeremiah.brewer.1@ang.af.mil
Home station training: 10 Mar - 6 Jun 2014 (two nights 
a week for 12 weeks)
In-residence training: 9 Jun - 25 Jun 2014 (2.5 weeks at 
McGhee Tyson ANGB in Knoxville, TN)
DEADLINE: 23 Jan 2014


